
Make the
smart choice
and hang on
Don’t be tempted to upgrade

phone too often

It is the question that tech-savvy millennials
mull over to no end - upgrade now or hang
on for the next new smartphone?

But is spending Dhs3,000-plus on an
upgraded version of the model you already
have worth it?

Well, according to one
survey of 6,000 users, firms
like Samsung and Apple
bring out too many models
each year.

Greenpeace, the
environmental campaign
group, said a majority of
respondents to its poll would
prefer to hang on to their
handsets for longer, and see
phones recycled or repaired
to lengthen their lifespan.

7DAYS spoke to retailers
and reviewers who said that
image, work requirements
and the sheer need to have
the latest gadget all come
into it.

Ashish Panjabi, Chief
Operating Officer of
electronics chain Jacky’s
Retail, believes that with the decline of a
number of brands, consumers have fewer

reasons to try out new
models and are more likely
to stick with what they have.

Panjabi, who has two
phones, said: “On average, I
replace each one once a
year. In a particularly active
year, I may switch between
the two phones.

“I think I used to switch
more often probably about
two years ago, when there
were many more relevant
brands and operating

systems.” Having the latest model is more
about style than any technological benefit, he

added. Panjabi said: “Image plays a big part for
many people and the urge to change can be
driven by image more than utility at times.”

But he added: “Battery life does degrade over
time, so a newer device will normally give you
back that advantage.”

Apple has a major refresh every two years -
the iPhone 7 is set to arrive next month - and an
S version refresh 12 months into that cycle.

Samsung also alternates its upgrades for the
Galaxy S and Galaxy Note lines in Winter/
Spring and Summer/ Autumn every year. 

Nick Rego, Senior Editor at the Dubai-based
tech review website tbreak.com, said such
‘refresh’ models boast few improvements.

He said: “Unless your phone is falling apart or

is damaged, there's no burning desire to
upgrade your phone, especially if it’s just an
incremental upgrade in features. It just turns
out to be an unnecessary waste of money.”

Tech video blogger Mohsin Khan, known as
Emkwan, disagreed and said the refresh models
tend to have better security, better cameras and
can run graphics more smoothly.

He said: “Latest operating systems are most
likely to be able to run the most recent versions
of apps, have better camera technology, have
longer battery life - and look better”.

So if you’re a hardcore Pokemon Go fan with
dirhams to spare, that could be the game
changer for you. 
veathika@7days.ae

7DAYS.ae poll of 848
readers: How many

times have you
changed your phone

in the past year?
Zero

2-4 times

More than 5
times

Once

63%

26%

6%

5%

When you live your life through your
phone  – paying bills, buying goods
and even tracking your children –
you want to know you’re safe.
But many of us presume we’re the
only ones looking at that 5in screen,
whereas the reality could 
be different.
Enter the BlackBerry DTEK50, the
Canadian firm’s second security-
focused model, that, it claims, is the
safest on the market. The DTEK is the
cheaper alternative to the BlackBerry

Priv. It has a price tag of about Dhs1,100
compared to the Priv’s Dhs2,500.
This means it’s competing more in
Samsung J series territory. The Priv
itself has struggled to compete with
the Samsung S and iPhone.
The main attributes of the DTEK are
security settings for every individual
app.  This means apps can’t use the
internet, contacts or location without
your approval.
It also features a real-time display of
how at risk you could be (pictured

left) - useful given the trend to use
free Wi-Fi.
The 5.2-inch DTEK also has a 13-
megapixel camera, is light and has
good build quality, but struggles with
graphics, and games lag noticeably.
Given BlackBerry’s shift into software
and government security, it appears
they know what they’re doing. But, as
CEO John Chen said, the firm is
exiting the phone market, so you feel
recent models are an afterthought.
aboobacker@7days.ae

Safe and smart - but not geared up for games
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URGE TO UPGRADE: Keen
gamers and photography fans

may see some benefits in
regularly upgrading their

phone - if they have the cash



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 900
  /MonoImageDepth 8
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [807.874 992.126]
>> setpagedevice


